Catilinarian Conspiracy in Ancient Rome: A Timeline

70 BC

· Office of tribune restored, men in this office tempted to fight for personal aggrandizement and stopped at nothing to gain success

67-66 BC

· Pompey sent to fight Mithridantes and popular party looses ground while oligarchy gains power, control things such as appointment to offices

66-65 BC

· Catiline prevented from running for vacant consul spot by Tullus (Sullust 187 and Salmon 303)

· December; Catiline, Autronius, and Piso plot to assassinate new consuls Cotta and Torquatus on 1st of January and take over themselves, plan discovered and moved to 5th of February and planned this time to destroy most of the senators as well as consuls, this plan failed (Sullust 187-188)

64 BC

· Absence of Pompey who is fighting Mithridantes and lack of troops in Italy prompts Catiline to make overtures to individuals encouraging them to conspiracy and pointing out his own resources and unprepared condition of the state (Sullust 185-186)

· Holds meeting with various interested members of senate and nobility, youth look with particular favor on the plans (Sullust 186)

· Give speech calling for cancellation of debts, proscription of the rich, magistracies and priesthoods, opportunities of plunder, etc. (Sullust 186)

· Fear of Catiline makes is possible for Cicero to become consul with Antonius(Sullust 192)

63 BC

· Catiline candidate for consul for following year, 62; schemes and makes traps against Cicero who is consul with Antonius (Sullust 194)

· Cicero works against Catiline, bringing men loyal to Catiline back to the republic and ruining Catiline’s plans to turn Antonius against him, also forms band of guards to protect himself from Catiline’s plots

· July 

· Cicero postpones elections for consul due to threats from Catiline, not mentioned by Sullust; Catiline’s candidature fails and he decides that open war is only course of action, sends cohorts to various areas including Manlius to Entruria, remains in Rome and works in secrecy plotting assassination of consuls and acts of arson (Sullust 194)

· October

· 21st, Senate passes senatus consultum de re publica defenda, granting Cicero greater powers (Sullust 195)

· 27th, Manlius rises in Etruria and senate prepares their defenses (Sullust 195)

· November

· 6th, Meeting of Catiline “ringleaders” at Laeca’s house, announced actions of sending others out to begin hostilities while he stayed in Rome to bring down Cicero, Cornelius and Eques offer to kill Cicero and are joined by Vargunteius and decide to go to his house that night to murder him, Curius warns Cicero through Fulvia of this plan which fails (Sullust 195, Sullust has his dates wrong and sets these events too early)

· In Etruria, Manlius agitates members of populace in poverty and left in ruin after Sulla’s reign, various brigands in area, and members of Sulla’s old army low on cash, this irritates Cicero (Cicero granted senatus consultum?) (Sullust 196)

· 8th, Cicero gives first oration against Catinline denouncing him and his presence in the senate that day, Catiline leaves Rome for Manlius’ army in anger after insisting his innocence in the matters unfolding and leaves a few select cohorts in Rome to carry out plans to undermine the republic (Sullust 198-199)

· Catiline writes to Catulus claiming he is championing the oppressed, letter read to senate by Catulus (Sullust 201)

· Catiline joins Manlius on the fields and both are declared enemies of the republic, pardon offered to rebel forces who surrender before specified date, decreed that Antonius should hasten with army in pursuit of Catiline while Cicero remains in Rome to protect the city (Sullust 202)

· Meanwhile, Lentulus works for Catiline in Rome seeking out people to join the revolution, sends Umbrenus to seek out envoys of the Allobroges, they eventually decide not to join Catiline and tell Cicero of what has been happening, Cicero implores them to feign interest in Catiline’s plans to lure him into a trap of leaking evidence against him, they demanded a meeting with Catiline’s men in Rome and a letter to be carried to their leader from all the conspiracy leaders remarking on their plans (Sullust 208-209)

· December

· 2nd, envoy sent to Allobroges headed by Volturcius with letter to Catiline as well, Cicero asked praetors to wait in ambush for them on the Mulvian Bridge, when attack the envoy quickly surrenders but Volturcius surrenders only when he sees that his envoy has given up (Sullust 209-210)

· 3rd, Lentulus, Cethegus, Statilius, Gabinius, and Caeparius all summoned before senate at the temple of Concord, Caeparius had fled earlier when he learned they were betrayed but was soon caught and returned; Volturcius was brought in and questioned first, along with a box of letter obtained in the attack on the envoy to the Allobroges, he at first pretended to be innocent but then, on promise of a pardon he revealed all he could; Lentulus was made to resign his office and he along with his cohorts were kept under arrest (Sullust 211)

· 4th, Lucius Tarquinius brought before the senate and testified that Crassus sent him to Catiline to tell him not to be dismayed by the arrest of Lentulus which brought pause to the senate who later voted this information to be false (Sullust 211)

· 5th, Senate meet to decide the fate of the conspirators; Caesar speaks out against putting them to death while Cato the younger opposes him; Senate side with Cato and Cicero orders the conspirators (Lentulus, Cethegus, Statilius, Gabinius, and Caeparius) to their deaths (Sullust 215-227)

· The majority of Catiline’s followers desert him after hearing the news of the executions (Sullust 228)

· Catiline makes one final speech to him men and orders them into battle, all are killed including Catiline himself and the revolution is destroyed before it began. (Sullust 229-231)

