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Book 1V.] EPITOME OF ROMAN HISTORY. 889

BOOK 1V.

CHAP. I THE INSURRECTION OF CATILINE.

It was in the first place expensive indulgence, and, in the
noxt, the want of means occasioned by it, with a fair oppor-
tunity at the same time, (for the Roman forces were then
abroad in the remotest parts of the world,) that led Catiline
to form the atrocious design of subjuga tm% his country.
With what accomplices (direful to mlu.ta ) did he undertake
to murder the senate, to assassinate the consuls, to destroy
the city by fire!, to plunder the treasury, to subvert the
entire mrﬂmani and to commit such outrages as not even
Hannibal seema tn have contemplated! He was himself a
patncmn but this was only a small consideration; there

mﬂl with him the éurii, the Poreil, the Sylle, the
Eethﬂgl, the Antronii, the Vargunteii, the Longini, (what
illustrious families, what ornaments of the senmate!) and
Lentulus also, who was then pretor. All these he had as
supporters in his horrid attempt. As a pl to unite them
in the plot, human blood® was introduced, which, bemn
earried round in bowls, they drank among them; an act
the utmost cnnrmﬂ.r, had not that been more enormous for
which they drank it. Then wun]d have been an end of this
glorious empire, if the conspiracy had not happened in the
mnaulal:l.lp uf ﬂmerﬂ and Antonius, of whom one diseovered
lot by vigilance, and the other suppressed it by ﬂ.r::}.u

TEH malntmn of the atrocious project was made by Fulvia,

s common harlot, but unwilling to be g‘mlz treason

st her country. The Cicero, ingly, having
convoked the senabe, made a speech against the accused, who
was then present in the house; but nothing further was
effected by it, than that the enemy made off, openly and ex-
prmaly deu:lnnng‘ that ha would e:hngumh the flame raised

V Ch.I. To destroy the cty by fire] INstrimgere incendies urbem. 8o ad dis
drengesdom bberiaiem, Sen. Benef, vi, 34, where Lipsivs would read dastrm-

ll:[umml:hnﬂ.]ﬂl!a&ll Eltc‘ﬂ:l

‘Upulfnﬂummlrd Sequa palam professo incendium, $o, Th
paasage is evidently corrupt. M Dacier would strike oot profiess ; Gras
wine wyall eject palam, and read e professs, sdvecbially.  Gropoviw woul
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n,g;imthimhy a general ruin. He then set out to an army
which had been prepared by Manlins in Etruris, intending
to advance under arms aganst the city. Lentulus, mean-
while, ising himself the kingdom portended to his
family by the Bibylline verses, disposed throughout the eity,
aguinst a day appointed by Catiline, men, eombustibles, and
weapons, .ﬁ.ncllnat confined to plotting among the ::—sLa of
the city, the H.%ﬂ for the conspiracy, having excited pu-
ties of the Allo who happened then to be at Rome, to
ive their voice in favour of war, would have spread beyond
Eha.&lu,hadnatalattaranmﬁniuaheeninte:repted
through the information of Vulturcius. Hands were imme-
dintegelnid on the barbarian deputies, by order of Cicero;
and the pretor was ly eonvieted in senate. When
a consultation was a their punishment, Cmsar gave
his opinion that they should be spared for the sake of Eeu
rank, Cato that they should suffer the penalty due to their
erime, Cato’s advice being generally adopted, the traitors
were strangled in prison.
But though s portion of the conspirators were thus cut
off, Catiline did not desist from his enterprise. Marching,

however, with an army from Etruris w his country, he
was defeated by a force of Antonius that encountered him
on the way. desperate the engagement was, the result

manifeated ; for not & man of the rebel survived.
Whatever place each had oecupied in the battle, that very
spot, when life was extinet, he covered with his corpse.

iline was found, far in advance of his men, among the
dead bodies of the enemy; s most glorious death, had he
thus fallen for his country.

CHAP. II. THE WAR BETWEEN (.ESAR AND POMPEY.

Almost the whole world being now subdued, the Roman
empire mig grown too great to be overthrown b{ﬂlnj' foreign
power. Fortune, in consequence, emnvying the soverel
people of the earth, armed it to its own destruction. The
outrages of Marius and Cinna had already made a sort of

read seque palom profersus, de., which Voasms, Eopertus, and apparently Dulker,
approve, and which seems to be the osly reasonable way ntmuthiihr.]-:
i ’
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