Deep River

THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN THEOLOGIAN HowarD THURMAN FOUND

“Deep River,” with its tmage of life as a river, to be the most universal of all the

spiriruals. And the white literary crizic H. I.. Mencken said the unknown slave

author of “Deep River” “was one of the greatest poets we have everproa’uced. ? The

“campground” in the song refers to both Heaven and the free land of the North. One

ex-slave told a Quaker abolitionist that for many slaves the image meant returning

to Africa.
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want to cross o - ver in - to camp ground. Lord. I
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Fine.
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1. Oh, dov’t you wantto go to that Gos - pel-feast, That
2, TU go in-to heawven, and take my seat,
8. Oh, when I get toheav'n, I'llwalk all ,ua -bout, There’s
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1. pro- mis’d land where all is peace? Lord 1
2. Cast my crown at Je - su¢ feet. Lord, I
3. nobody’there for to turn me out. Lord, I
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want to cross o - ver m - to camp ground, l:ord I
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